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Thank you for choosing Race Tech’s Oil Level Setting Tool.  It’s unique design is both easy to 
use and easy to store in your toolbox. 
 

1. Collapse the fork and cartridge (if it is a cartridge style fork). 
2. Fill the fork with oil. 
3. Bleed the forks by pumping them up and down. 
4. Bleed the cartridge by pumping the damping rod up and down.  It may help to bleed the 

cartridge by extending the fork tube, covering the end with your palm to seal the end and 
pushing down on the fork tube.  This will raise the pressure inside the fork and push oil 
into the cartridge. 

5. Collapse the fork and the cartridge all the way. 
6. Set the Tube Extension to the desired oil level.  This is done by slightly loosening the 

Adjusting Collar on the Oil Level Tool and extending the Tube to the desired oil level.  
(Measure with a ruler or tape measure.)  Tighten down the Adjusting Collar and recheck 
the measurement. 

7. Insert the Tube into the top of the Fork letting the Adjusting Collar rest on the end of the 
fork tube. 

8. Extend the handle all the way or until it sucks air.  Rotating the handle slightly as you 
extend it will make it smoother.  Remove the oil from the tool.  Repeat if necessary. 

9. Collapse the Oil Level Setting Tool for easy storage. 

NOTE:  KYB Upside-down forks (1989 and later) without a bleed hole in the inner (chrome) tube, require special 
care to set the oil level.  There is a space between the inner and outer tube and without a bleed hole there is no way 
to know how much oil is in this space.  To deal with this situation extend the outer tube all the way before setting the 
level, this will evacuate all the oil from this space and dump it into the inner tube. 

Kawasaki Owners Manuals have addressed this problem starting in 1998.  They instruct you to fill this space with oil 
(not evacuate it as we suggest).  This means that Race Tech recommended oil levels will be higher than the 
manufacturers by sometimes as much as 45mm. 

See racetech.com for your customized suspension  
settings including spring rates, oil level and adjustments. 
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